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1.
99-0305 - Known error in COPY REPLACING (Wallace)

I agree with 99-0305's analysis of the problem.  In fact, I think that there

were some (informal?) reports/questions about "identifiers" in

COPY/REPLACING both when functions were added and when object-orientation

was added. (Remember that THEORETICALLY general formats must be "syntax

checked" according to the new Standard.)

The only thing that I would (personally) like to see (and I don't think it

would cause SIGNIFICANT long-term problems) would be to remove all

references to "identifier-n", "literal-3/4" and "word-n" in the REPLACING

phrase - or more accurately to make them ARCHAIC in this Standard.

Thereby, limiting "some future" COBOLs to using ONLY the

   ==pseudo-text-n==

form for both COPY/REPLACING and REPLACE.

This is not an issue that I think is worth fighting thru a "controversy" but

is also an area that I don't think there is substantial user "attachment" to

at the present time.

